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In Scandinavia the study of disputes is still a relatively new topic The papers offered here discuss how conflicts were 
handled in Scandinavian societies in the Middle Ages before the emergence of strong centralized states What 
strategies did people use to contest power property rights honour and other kinds of material or symbolic assets Seven 
essays by Scandinavian scholars are supplemented by contributions from Stephen White John Hudson and Gerd 
Althoff to pr About the Author Kim Esmark is Associate Professor in Medieval History at the Department of Culture 
and Identity Roskilde University He has published articles and co edited books on gift giving rituals kinship religious 
patronage and dispute processi 
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