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This book is a study of communities that drew their identity and livelihood from their relationships with water during a 
pivotal time in the creation of the social economic and political landscapes of northern Europe It focuses on the Baltic 
North and Irish Seas in the Viking Age ad 1050 ndash 1200 with a few later examples such as the Scottish Lordship of 
the Isles included to help illuminate less well documented earlier centuries Individual chapters introdu This well 
produced volume is indeed a welcome addition to the wider debates about longer trading routes political influences 
and the important broader national setting of the Norse northern lands Colleen Batey University of Glasgow Scotland 
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