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1 of 1 review helpful Food for Thought By ulysses4 I have been fascinated by Genoa since I first arrived there in 1968 
courtesy of the U S Navy I have been back many times and for nearly two decades quite regularly While there are 
some attractions for tourists the city s draw is it s own unique atmosphere and blend of history culture and distinctive 
mix of people Like any truly distinctive city that can t be capture Genoa has an incredible story to tell It rose from an 
obscurity imposed by its harsh geography to become a merchant pirate superpower that helped create the medieval 
world It fought bitter battles with its great rival Venice and imprisoned Marco Polo as the feuding city states 
connected Europe to the glories of the East It introduced the Black Death to Europe led the fight against the Barbary 
Corsairs bankrolled Imperial Spain and gave the world Christopher Columb At last an approachable and informative 
book about Genoa one of the world s great cities but sadly underrated and still one of Italy s best kept secrets Read 
explore enjoy Andrew Graham Dixon art critic and broadcaster Part lively history part 
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