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Dutch historiography has traditionally concentrated on colonial successes in Asia However the Dutch were also active 
in West Africa Brazil New Netherland the present state of New York and in the Caribbean In Africa they took part in 
the gold and ivory trade and finally also in the slave trade something not widely known outside academic circles P C 
Emmer one of the most prominent experts in this field tells the story of Dutch involvement in the trade from Emmer 
offers a compelling and well researched story of the relationship between power and greed in shaping the dealings of 
the Dutch with the non European world before 1850 and how this in turn shaped Dutch history Emmer s account of the 
Dutch slav 
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