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1 of 1 review helpful Breaks new ground By Customer Norman s dissertation brings new light to an otherwise 
understudied topic With lucid prose she deals with both technique and style as well as bringing a new depth to gender 
interpretations of early medieval textiles In particular her interpretation of the enigmatic Overhogdal tapestry is the 
finest to date This book is to be highly recommended At first glance several literary portrayals of Viking Age women 
represent them as kings as warriors and as inciters of violence which seems to contradict the image of the passive 
housebound female figure However those images need to be read and re interpreted with a measured critical suspicion 
For example several scholars have argued that those images tell little about the real history of Scandinavian and 
European women but instead represent fantasies expressed 
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