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7 of 7 review helpful Great writing Great use of contemporary sources By Doug Thompson Great writing Great use of 
contemporary sources This is one of those Renaissance tales that sometimes gets lost among the beautiful paintings 
and sculpture of the period It is a great read for anyone interested in the personalities and the politics of Florence in 
particular and Italy in general The venality of the upper echelons of t One of the defining moments in Western history 
the bloody and dramatic story of the battle for the soul of Renaissance Florence By the end of the fifteenth century 
Florence was well established as the home of the Renaissance As generous patrons to the likes of Botticelli and 
Michelangelo the ruling Medici embodied the progressive humanist spirit of the age and in Lorenzo de Medici 
Lorenzo the Magnificent they possessed a diplomat capable ldquo What stands out as much as anything here is the 
spark and quality of Strathern s writing its wonderful ability to combine the sweep of history withthe intensely nbsp 
personal In nbsp a single sentence Strathern captures the broad currents of civic hi 
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