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2 of 2 review helpful Concise History Read By Ron E Bowman From the burning of the Yggdrasil tree in 777 to the 
year 1065 at the age of 50 Harald Hardrada known whimsically as the ldquo Last Viking rdquo would set the ball in 
motion that would lead to the end of the Viking Age Great look into the Viking mindset their passion for bribes over 
blood although they could wield a mean ax Unlike much of Europe at the tim Vikings The saga of the Vikings rises 
and falls on the banks of history ebbing and flowing with popular opinion and whimsical anecdotes The Vikings are 
routinely typecast and labeled anywhere from bloodthirsty tyrants to valiant heroes They have been condemned as 
pirates and praised as explorers We have all heard the stories of the fierce warriors with long ships and horned helmets 
storming onto the shores of medieval Europe but who were these men really 
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