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2 of 5 review helpful An Instant Classic By Wayne Dynes During a visit to the city of Rome in 1581 Michel de 
Montaigne heard a report of an extraordinary event that had occurred three years earlier In an obscure church in the 
Eternal City eight Iberian men had undertaken vows in same sex marriages leading to their execution Now with 
extraordinary diligence and commitment Gary Ferguson has combed the archives producin Read an interview with 
Gary Ferguson at NOTCHES as well as his latest essay at The Conversation Same sex marriage is a hotly debated 
topic in the United States and the world today From the tenor of most discussions however it would be easy to 
conclude that the idea of marriage between two people of the same sex is a uniquely contemporary phenomenon Not 
so argues Gary Ferguson in this remarkable book about a Same Sex Marriage in Renaissance Rome is a captivating 
and important book Following the myriad implications and consequences of a same sex marriage ceremony performed 
in late sixteenth century Rome Gary Ferguson brings together religious politica 
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