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2 of 2 review helpful Power and Influence By SJ Smith Superbly written and full of insight into the time that fostered 
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the modern european era 1 of 1 review helpful Very thorough clear and concise By David Penso It describes the 
various events and personalities in great and vivid detail The various families rulers parties and artisans were 
discussed at great and In the affluent but militarily weak city of fifteenth and sixteenth century Florence an ambitious 
family of financiers from a modest provincial country background rose through shrewdness and wealth to ultimate 
command of the state Eventually the House of Medici would lend its Tuscan mercantile bloodline to the royal 
dynasties of France Spain Austria and England Their astonishing story is inextricably intertwined with that of Florence 
itself Using their artistic pa About the Author London born Danny Chaplin b 1965 is a Singapore based author 
magazine journalist and public relations consultant His PR and journalism work has taken him to every corner of 
Southeast Asia and North Asia representing such clients as Land Rov 
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