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3 of 3 review helpful Rescued From Obscurity By Van Loonatic Time has not been kind to Hendrik van Loon 
notwithstanding that a number of his works have often been reprinted seventy and eighty years after he wrote them 
Van Minnen has done a thoroughly researched intelligent rescue of flawed but brilliant teacher The hatchet job done 
by Van Loon s son Gerard Willem The Life and Times of Hendrik Willem Van Loon 1971 L Upon his death Hendrik 
van Loon was described in The Times obituary as one of the most engaging products of the marriage between Holland 
and the United States One of FDR s true and closest friends van Loon emigrated from the Netherlands to the United 
States at age 20 in 1902 Working as a historian journalist illustrator and radio commentator van Loon immersed 
himself in American cultural life from the 1920s through the 40s until his death three months before Hendrik Willem 
van Loon the Dutch American writer and illustrator was an extraordinary character Larger than life he overflowed with 
exuberance and gusto and he devoted his talent to writing popular history in a delightful way Cornelis van Minnen has 
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