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11 of 12 review helpful A superb read cover to cover By G Madden Wildly ambitious to cover everywhere these 
people went in a single book but Haywood pulls it off alright I rarely had to reread sentences so I can t fault the 
writing I found it hard to keep track of the dynastic changes at times but that is not Haywood s fault I recommend this 
book to anyone who wants to push beyond the schoolbook tales and Hollywood cari From Finland to Newfoundland 
and Jelling to Jerusalem follow in the wake of the Vikings a transformative story of a people that begins with 
paganism and ends in Christendom In AD 800 the Scandinavians were just barbarians in longships Though they held 
sway in the north their power meant little more than the ability to pillage and plunder which they did to bolster their 
status at home But as these Norse warriors left their strongholds to trade raid an Fascinating and authoritative The 
Westmorland Gazette UK Haywood has made this period of history accessible to all All About History UK Looks at 
the evolution of civilizations in Scandinavia with a sprinkling of mythology throw 
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