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9 of 10 review helpful Wow an amazing well written cathedra By Luis Eugenio Espinosa I was rather skeptical when 
reading the original publication data 1950s however as a fan of medieval history I have found that the book is still 
enjoyable a product of a bright academic and best of all that recent investigation did not seriously depart from 
Runciman s assertions It is a fantastic opportunity to grasp the intri On 30 March 1282 as the bells of Palermo were 
ringing for Vespers the Sicilian townsfolk crying Death to the French slaughtered the garrison and administration of 
their Angevin King Seen in historical perspective it was not an especially big massacre the revolt of the long 
subjugated Sicilians might seem just another resistance movement But the events of 1282 came at a crucial moment 
Steven Runciman takes the Vespers as the climax of a great narrative sweep cov Canto Classics has recently reprinted 
Steven Runciman s The Sicilian Vespers which expertly guides us through the murky world of 13th century European 
high politics its twists and turns sudden shifts in fortune alliance tactics and strategy and compelli 
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