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2 of 2 review helpful Fantastic for the Scholar and Interested Reader alike By Cecily J Boles I read this book for class 
but it is very accessible to the interested reader Tessa Storey does a marvelous job of bringing to life the plight of 
women Courtesans or Married in Early Modern Rome She discusses their social situations laws and their belongings 
Really a fantastic read for the casual reader and scholar alike Focusing on the period 1566 1656 this original and lively 
study sheds light on the daily lives and material culture of ordinary prostitutes and their clients in Rome after the 
Counter Reformation Tessa Storey uses a range of archival sources including criminal records letters courtroom 
testimonies images and popular and elite literature to reveal issues of especial concern to contemporaries In particular 
she explores how and why women became prostitutes the rel This is an outstanding book Although it focuses on Rome 
the work is well contextualized both in the Italian peninsula and Europe more broadly through a masterful use of other 
scholars work The prose is delightful erudite yet never stodgy nor pedan 
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