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Raphael was one of the most important artists of the Italian Renaissance and one of the most important and influential
in the entire history of art His practice of synthetic or critical imitation became a model of creative method his
engagement with the principle of decorum revealed its deeper expressive and philosophical significance and the
operation of hisworkshop helped to redefine the nature of the work that artists do Robert Williams draws upon the
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history About the Author Robert Williamsis Professor of the History of Art at the University of California Santa
Barbara He received his Ph D at Princeton under the supervision of John Shearman and is the author of Art Theory
and Culture in Sixteenth Century Ital
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