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In the late fifteenth century votive panel paintings or tavolette votive began to accumulate around reliquary shrines and 
miracle working images throughout Italy Although often dismissed as popular art of little aesthetic consequence more 
than 1 500 panels from the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries are extant a testimony to their ubiquity and importance in 
religious practice Humble in both their materiality and style they represent donors in prayer and supplicant Jacobs 
writes beautifully through her nuanced investigation of early modern and current terminology she has greatly 
expanded our understanding of the complex dynamic relationships of word image and piety by means of these little 
known tavolette and 
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