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Writing letters to powerful people to win their favor and garner rewards such as political office tax relief and
recommendations was an institution in Renaissance Florence the practice was an important tool for those seeking
social mobility security and recognition by others In this detailed study of political and social patronage in fifteenth
century Florence Paul D McLean shows that patronage was much more than a pursuit of specific rewards It was also a
Idquo The Art of the Network is a magnificent contribution to the social history of Renaissance Florence and the
sociological study of how networks manifest themselves in complex societies Paul D McL ean addresses with gusto
such fundamental issu
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