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In a work based on a meticulous analysis of sources many of them previously unexplored Catherine M Mooney 
upends the received account of Clare of Assisi s founding of the Order of San Damiano or Poor Clares Mooney offers 
instead a stark counternarrative Clare her sisters of San Damiano and their allies struggled against a papal program 
bent on regimenting enriching and enclosing religious women in the thirteenth century a program that proved largely 
success This book is absolutely needed for its depiction of Clare not as a woman destined to be the founder of the 
Order of San Damiano but as a woman caught in the middle of a struggle between the papacy and the larger grassroots 
reform movement of the vita apos 
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