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3 of 3 review helpful David Rosand Myths of Venice The Figuration of a State By Kenneth Hughes David Rosand is 
the Meyer Schapiro Professor of Art History Emeritus at Columbia University a school where Schapiro himself 
studied and was then a professor for many decades Those are very big shoes to fill but it is clear from this book if not 
from his others that David Rosand has managed to do that In fact this boo Over the course of several centuries Venice 
fashioned and refined a portrait of itself that responded to and exploited historical circumstance Never conquered and 
taking its enduring independence as a sign of divine favor free of civil strife and proud of its internal stability Venice 
broadcast the image of itself as the Most Serene Republic an ideal state whose ruling patriciate were selflessly devoted 
to the commonweal All this has come to be known as the myth o Highly recommended for public and academic 
libraries Library Journal Yacute This book uml helps us better understand just why this beguiling city has for so many 
centuries fascinated the world Washington Post Book World T 
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