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Nearly half of the children who lived in the cities of the late Italian Renaissance were under fifteen years of age 
Grinding poverty unstable families and the death of a parent could make caring for these young children a burden 
Many were abandoned others orphaned At a time when political rulers fashioned themselves as the fathers of society 
these cast off children presented a very immediate challenge and opportunity In Bologna and Florence government 
Carefully researched and vigorously written Choice A model blend of historical imagination vivid and engaging 
writing and careful scholarship Philip Gavitt Renaissance Quarterly Terpstra has unearthed much ri 
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