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2 of 2 review helpful Meet Don Isaac By Anne Phillips I selected this book because of Netanyahu s relationship with 
the Israeli politician and yes his scholarly reputation This book is an amazing story of a Jewish leader in fanatically 
Christian Spain It is very well written never had I read this succinct and entirely believable explanation of why 
conflicts existed between those who reluctantly embraced the new order Don Isaac Abravanel 1437 ndash 1508 was a 
major historical figure during the waning of the Middle Ages Statesman diplomat courtier and financier he was at the 
same time a scholar of encyclopedic learning a philosopher an exegete a prolific author a mystic and an apocalyptist In 
Abravanel B Netanyahu suggests two long lines of tradition met and concluded that of medieval Jewish statesmen and 
that of medieval Jewish philosophers In what is both a biogra This is the study of the life and ideas of Don Isaac 
Abravanel 1437 ndash 1508 a major figure at the end of the Middle Ages and during the transformation of Judaism 
after the Spanish expulsion The author traces Abravanel s tumultuous career as a financier 
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