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12 of 13 review helpful Not quite what I expected but good nonetheless By Diana I bought this book because my 
Sicilian immigrant ancestors were living on Elizabeth Street in New Jersey This book of course is not about them 
specifically nor their location it refers to the tenement housing in New York which had a very high percentage if not 
exclusive of Sicilian residents It tells their story the story of For many immigrants the move from Sicily to a New 
York tenement was accompanied by rapid significant and often surprisingly satisfactory changes in a wide variety of 
social relationships Many of these changes can be traced to the influence of a changing housing environment From 
Sicily to Elizabeth Street analyzes the relationship of environment to social behavior It revises our understanding of 
the Italian American family and challenges existing not About the Author Donna R Gabaccia is Assistant Professor of 
History and Political Science at Mercy College Dobbs Ferry New York 
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