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Books): 

1 of 1 review helpful Heavy History By Jo L Willis It s a history not a novel And pretty heavy at that Lots of repetition 
but I guess war was the major form of entertainment in the 11th century so they pursued it over and over And since not 
all sources led to clear conclusions there were some jumps in the continuity But overall it provided a good view of life 
in the dark ages of Northern Italy and France Not a plac Chronicles the life of Matilda of Canossa renowned for her 
relationship with Pope Gregory VII depicts her as one of the most influential female figures in history and describes 
the author s visits to related sites From Publishers Weekly The dramatic life of Matilda of Canossa 1046 1115 could 
easily be the plot of a Pirandello play there are papal intrigues warring medieval factions and even an ill fated marriage 
to a hunchback that ends in murder Spike s marvelous bi 
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