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A Wonderful Odyssey By Susan B Mccreight This is a lovely book with fascinating information about some of the 
important gardens of Florence Anyone who loves Florence or gardens or both should be intrigued Katie Campbell 
writes in a charming way I The crumbling abandoned villas above Florence proved irresistible to an eccentric colony 
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of late 19th century English and American expatriates This entertaining book features 20 of these characters and the 
unusual gardens they created They include bereaved philosopher Charles Strong whose Rockefeller in laws financed 
his villa retreat crossdressing English essayist Violet Paget beautiful Serbian Princess Jeanne Ghika who lived in 
seclusion with her American c I heartily recommend the account of the dotty goings on in the expat community round 
Florence It s pretty much the same today This is an inspiring book World of Interiors 
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