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In his quest for military glory Benito Mussolini sent the Italian Eighth Army to the Eastern Front to help fight the 
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Russians only to have his forces routed within little more than a month of the launch of the Soviet counteroffensives of 
the winter of 1942 1943 The Cuneense a division of mountain troops was hit especially hard with only a small 
percentage of its troops straggling back to Italy the rest were killed in action or died of frostbite or in captivity fro 
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