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8 of 8 review helpful Triumph Over Disaster By John D Cofield When I was nine years old I saw pictures in the old 
Life magazine of a terrible flood that had just devastated an Italian city I had never heard of Florence Although I knew 
nothing of the masterpieces that had been damaged or destroyed I realized that the world had suffered a great loss 
Eight years later as a teenager making my first trip to Europe I vis Birthplace of Michelangelo and home to untold 
masterpieces Florence is a city for art lovers But on November 4 1966 the rising waters of the Arno threatened to erase 
over seven centuries of history and human achievement Now Robert Clark explores the Italian city rsquo s greatest 
flood and its aftermath through the voices of its witnesses Two American artists wade through the devastated beauty a 
nbsp photographer stows away on an army helicopter to witness From Publishers Weekly The Arno River flood that 
deluged Florence Italy in 1966 mdash killing 33 people and damaging 14 000 works of art and countless books and 
antiques mdash frames this meditation on the relationship between art and life Clark River of 
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