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someone suggested | read this book | ordered as soon as | got back to the states It answered many of the questions |
had asked of my guide and makes me want to go right back and visit La Foce and De Medeci which we passed more
than once not realizing what the were Lady Origio swriting styleis The author an Anglo American married to an
Italian landowner in 1924 found herself raising afamily during the civil war and foreign invasion in the remote Tuscan
countryside This diary records her concerns to keep her household and sixty orphans together and save arural
community from annihilation It is a story of confusion and bewilderment as a peasant society is confronted by disaster
when in the space of afew months awhole way of lifeis changed completely b It isjolting to recall through Origo s
sober and self effacing prose the atrocious conditions of the summer of 1944 as the Allies fought their way painfully
up the peninsula from the beachhead of Anzio Financial Times About
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