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11 of 12 review helpful A Real Gem By A Customer Edwar Muir sguideisavery illuminating look into the
fascinating social functions of Renaissance Italy aslooked at through the lens of Venice He has many important things
to say to both the historian and the anthropol ogist whether interested in the Renaissance Italy or the nature of ritual in
Early Modern Europe Muir s analysisis well written and helpful a must fo Venice sreputation for political stability
and a strong balanced republican government holds a prominent place in European political theory Edward Muir traces
the origins and development of this reputation paying particular attention to the sixteenth century when civic ritual in
Venice reached its peak He shows how the ritualization of society and politics was an important reason for Venice s
stability Influenced in part by cultural anthropology he establishes
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