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4 of 5 review helpful art and sociology for the casual art lover and academic alike By Dan Dryden Along with 
contextualizing the art in it s original time Nelson and Zeckhauser take a very interesting field of study off the shelves 
of academia and frame it in a contemporary light They cast the interactions of patron artist and audience in a broader 
sociological context that is highly relevant to our modern world In The Patron s Payoff Jonathan Nelson and Richard 
Zeckhauser apply the innovative methods of information economics to the study of art Their findings written in highly 
accessible prose are surprising and important Building on three economic concepts signaling signposting and 
stretching the book develops the first systematic methodology for assessing the meaning of art patronage and provides 
a broad and useful framework for understanding how works of a One of Choice s Outstanding Academic Titles for 
2009 E nlightening Times Literary Supplement But the basic point of this book that a careful study of economic and 
related social needs can help us further 
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