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1 of 1 review helpful Possibly best book ever on communes By Thomas Noble The most distinguished medieval 
historian of his generation writes a book on the most contested subject of the century Largely persuasive Theological 
and ecclesiological considerations might have had wider play but political and economic issues are traeted brilliantly 0 
of 0 review helpful Very Fine but Should b Amid the disintegration of the Kingdom of Italy in the eleventh and 
twelfth centuries a new form of collective government the commune arose in the cities of northern and central Italy 
Sleepwalking into a New World takes a bold new look at how these autonomous city states came about and 
fundamentally alters our understanding of one of the most important political and cultural innovations of the medieval 
world Chris Wickham provides richly textured Wickham s expert analysis and meticulous academic approach build on 
previous Limited examinations and substantial documentation to turn established research on its head as he presents a 
fresh look into how communes in the mid 12th century successfully prepa 
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