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The Medici controlled fifteenth century Florence Other Italian rulers treated Lorenzo the Magnificent 1449 ndash 
1492 as an equal To his close associates he was ldquo the boss rdquo ldquo master of the workshop rdquo But 
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Lorenzo liked to say that he was just another Florentine citizen Were the Medici like the kings princes and despots of 
contemporary Italy Or were they just powerful citizens The Medici Citizens and Masters offers a novel compara A 
major collection of essays by twenty two scholars in the field hellip The editors Robert Black in particular do a superb 
job of highlighting the volume rsquo s brief Lauro Martines Times Literary Supplement 2016 07 20 
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