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days is due for sticker shock there are just no bargins to be had anywhere But for someone going to Italy there is no 
point in going there and not visiting Assisi You cannot understand Italy if you don t do it Italians are an enigma if you 
do not see them in Assisi The centerpiece of the town is the Basilic An important new study of the way in which St 
Francis s image was recorded in literature documents architecture and art St Francis was a man whose personality was 
deliberately stamped on his Order and Rosalind Brooke explores how the stories told by Francis s companions were at 
once brilliantly vivid portrayals of the man as well as guides to how the Franciscan way of life ought to be led She also 
examines how after St Francis s death a great monument was erected to It will certainly prove essential for art 
historians R Joy Ellison Comitatus Brooke has produced an extremely valuable thoroughly illustrated study one that 
specialists in late medieval Italy will profitably consult for years to com 
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