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2 of 2 review helpful Masterful synthesis of Inquisition research By M J Sweet Thisis adense work that uses
innumerable original documents and earier researchto provide a detailed picture of the Inquisition s origins
organization and functioning andits leaders collaborators victims and opponents in Portugal and Spain and their
empireswell asin Italy Bethancourt delineates differences in these The Inquisition was the most powerful disciplinary
institution in the early modern world responsible for 300 000 trials and over 1 5 million denunciations How did it root
itself in different social and ethnic environments Why did it last for three centuries What cultural social and political
changes led to its abolition In thisfirst global comparative study Francisco Bethencourt examines the Inquisition s
activitiesin Spain Italy Portugal and overseas Iberian In thisimportant and engaging book originally published in
French in 1995 Bethencourt compares and contrasts the activities of the Spanish Portuguese and Roman Inquisitions
Highly recommended Choice Bethencourt s scope is undeniably broad
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