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1 of 1 review helpful overlooked but essential political theory reading By David Written between 1521 24 the book 
consists of a dialogue between four leading Florentine citizens in 1494 one of whom defends the old Medici regime 
and three of whom defend the new republican government adding pathos to the dialogue is the fact that the main 
speaker and defender of the Medici regime Bernardo del Nero was in fact summarily e This is the first English 
translation of Guicciardini s Dialogue on the Government of Florence written in the 1520s Like Machiavelli his more 
famous contemporary and friend Guicciardini rejects classical republican arguments in the name of the new political 
realism and acknowledges the important role of patronage and graft in contemporary politics and the illegitimacy of 
nearly all forms of political power arguing for the priority of state interest over private mora Language Notes Text 
English translation Original Language Italian From the Back Cover This is the first translation into English of 
Guicciardini s Dialogue on the Government of Florence This dialogue presents what is a 
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