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37 of 38 review helpful A fascinating bird s eye view of Florence By Charles Poncet The word amateur comes from 
the Italian amare which means to love and this is a book for anyone with an interest in and affection for Italian city 
states and Florence in particular Mr Gene Brucker is a distinguished American historian University of California 
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Berkeley with an admirable record but the book he has produced about Flo Over the centuries many thousands of 
visitors have journeyed to Florence to admire the city s great beauty and to marvel at its unique history In this century 
Gene Brucker has been one of the city s most knowledgeable admirers With the historian s ability to uncover the past 
he skillfully relates the story of Florence s Golden Age and the conjoined forces that transformed the city on the Arno 
into one of the most glorious civilizations the world has known Brucke About the Author Gene Brucker is Professor 
Emeritus of History at the University of California Berkeley He is a member of the Medieval Academy of America 
and the American Academy of Arts and Sciences as well as a foreign member of the Dep utazione 
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