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2 of 2 review helpful Historical but fun account of masking in Venice By tmd A lot of very interesting information 
about the culture of masking in Venice There is no exact explanation given as to why the Venetians began this unusual 
custom No one seems to know why or exactly when masking started but the stories that are told in this book are 
wonderful and they spark the imagination Especially interesting is the opening The entire town is disguised declared a 
French tourist of eighteenth century Venice And indeed maskers of all ranks mdash nobles clergy imposters seducers 
con men mdash could be found mixing at every level of Venetian society Even a pious nun donned a mask and male 
attire for her liaison with the libertine Casanova In Venice Incognito James H Johnson offers a spirited analysis of 
masking in this carnival loving city He draws on a wealth of mat ldquo Refreshingly well written and thought 
provoking rdquo 
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