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0 of 0 review helpful The second volume of one of the best books of history you re likely to read By Michael 
McKinney I agree with two of the other reviewers who comment that this second volume isn t quite as brilliant as the 
first But the standard is so high that it s difficult to complain The writing style alone is difficult to match though I am 
reminded of the best moments of Will Durant in terms of description and There were two Norman Conquests John 
Julius Norwich is the consummate historian of the other one the conquest of Sicily When on Christmas Day 1130 
Roger de Hauteville was crowned first King of Sicily the island entered a golden age Norman and Italian Greek and 
Arab Lombard Englishman and Jew all contributed to a culture that was as brilliant as it was cosmopolitan and to an 
atmosphere of racial and religious toleration unparalleled in Europe But sixty four yea About the Author John Julius 
Norwich was born in 1929 He joined the British Foreign Service after studying French and Russian at Oxford and left 
the service in 1964 to become a writer He has also worked extensively in radio and television hosting the popular 
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