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4 of 4 review helpful Not enough firsthand experiences By Ronzo Garbonzo I would recommend this book for those 
who want to know the thoughts and actions of writers poets artists generals politicians and other people who did not 
actually fight in the war My grandfather fought there and my great uncle was killed there however so I bought this 
book hoping to discover a little of what they felt and experienced Unfortun In May 1915 Italy declared war on the 
Habsburg Empire Nearly 750 000 Italian troops were killed in savage hopeless fighting on the stony hills north of 
Trieste and in the snows of the Dolomites To maintain discipline General Luigi Cadorna restored the Roman practice 
of decimation executing random members of units that retreated or rebelled With elegance and pathos historian Mark 
Thompson relates the saga of the Italian front the nationalist frenzy and pol From Booklist Hundreds of thousands of 
men are fed into a meat grinder in futile charges against entrenched positions opposing armies are forging a weird 
sense of camaraderie as they fraternize during lulls in th 
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