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1 of 1 review helpful A Renaissance woman in power By MarkK In the 15th century Cyprus was an independent
kingdom ruled by the descendants of French crusaders In debt and faced with competing powers all of whom desired
control over the strategically important island in 1468 its king Jacques || agreed to marry ateenaged Venetian
noblewoman named Caterina Corner The daughter of awealthy mercantile family their union s Caterina Corner a
Venetian noblewoman and the last Queen of Cyprus led acomplex and remarkable life In 1468 Corner married King
Jacques Il Lusignan of Cyprus at the behest of her family whose ambitions matched those of the Venetian republic
anxious to extend its empire In the first year of her reign pregnant and widowed she became regent for the kingdom
This study considers for the first time the strategies of her reign negotiating Venetian encroachment About the Author
Holly S Hurlburt is associate professor Southern Illinois University Carbondale
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