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The second largest city in 17th century Europe Naples constituted a vital Mediterranean center in which the Spanish 
Habsburgs the clergy and Neapolitan aristocracy together with the resident merchants and other members of the 
growing professional classes jostled for space and prestige Their competing programs of building and patronage 
created a booming art market and spurred painters such as Jusepe de Ribera Massimo Stanzione Salvator Rosa and 
Luca Giordano ldquo In this sprawling book the reader is treated to intrigue competition and even art fraud and foul 
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play a stimulating reality check that significantly and reliably sheds light on the artistic environment of baroque 
Naples rdquo mdash 
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