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3 of 4 review helpful an outstanding cultural and historical study By J Hardin Traces the progress of knowledge of the 
antediluvian world as it was understood in the late seventeenth century by analyzing the remarkable works of mystic 
and scholar Athanasius Kircher A work of great erudition throwing light on the evolution of scholarly understanding 
of the distant past 3 of 4 review helpful A contemporary of Descartes and Newton Athanasius Kircher S J 1601 2 
ndash 80 was one of Europe rsquo s most inventive and versatile scholars in the baroque era He published more than 
thirty works in fields as diverse as astronomy magnetism cryptology numerology geology and music But Kircher is 
most famous mdash or infamous mdash for his quixotic attempt to decipher the Egyptian hieroglyphs and reconstruct 
the ancient traditions they encoded In 1655 ldquo Extraordinary Kircher the figure of fun emerges from Stolzenberg 
rsquo s impressive analysis as a serious scholar nbsp nbsp The roots of Kircher rsquo s brilliant failure as a scholar lay 
in his effort to pursue two incompatible paths at 
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