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Between the twelfth and the sixteenth centuries women assumed public roles of unprecedented prominence in Italian 
religious culture Legally subordinated politically excluded socially limited and ideologically disdained women s active 
participation in religious life offered them access to power in all its forms These essays explore the involvement of 
women in religious life throughout northern and central Italy and trace the evolution of communities of Language 
Notes Text English translation Original Language Italian From the Back Cover These essays explore the involvement 
of women in religious life throughout northern and central Italy and trace the evolution of comm 
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