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0 of 0 review helpful Field Research By smitaly This book presents tons of fascinating information that I will glean for 
a project I m working on set in a nearby part of Italy in 1460 Much has been written about the wealthy and powerful of 
this period after all the ones in power often determines what is written down and what future generations will learn but 
this book offers a wealth of information about a class of In the early 1980s Duccio Balestracci discovered in a Sienese 
archive two account books kept from 1450 to 1502 by a Tuscan peasant named Benedetto del Massarizia Benedetto 
knew how to read but not how to write Infected by the urban habit of detailed personal record keeping he asked 
various of his literate acquaintances to put into writing the details of his daily affairs The resulting account books offer 
an unparalleled glimpse into the economic and social world ldquo Creative historians are beginning to rediscover the 
lsquo world we have lost rsquo in most unusual and rewarding ways In this book Duccio Balestracci has opened up for 
us an exciting and rich set of vistas on that world by showing us the nature of p 
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