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The twentieth century has been interpreted as a short century marked by extremes According to this view the century 
lasted only from 1914 to 1989 or 1991 These dates coincide with the rise and fall of communism that came to power in 
Russia in 1917 and ended with the fall of the Berlin wall 1989 or that of the Soviet Union 1991 Thus the concept of a 
short century is unduly influenced by a Cold War perspective In Europe s Long Century Spencer Di Scala p In Europe 
s Long Century Spencer Di Scala persuasively argues that the last hundred years of European history was not a short 
century one marked only by the rise and fall of communism A longer history was unfolding The trends and main 
issues w 
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