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In mid seventeenth century Venice operafirst emerged from courts and private drawing rooms to become aform of
public entertainment Early commercial operas were elaborate spectacles featuring ornate costumes and set design
along with dancing and music As ambitious works of theater these productions required not only significant financial
backing but also strong managers to oversee several months of rehearsals and performances These impresarios were
responsible fo One of the most important books on Baroque opera to be published in recent decades The authors have
created a superb foundation that |eaves ample space for the next band of explorersin thisrich and cimplex field
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