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5 of 5 review helpful Late 16C geopolitics in the Mediterranean as told in the portrait of an Albanian family By Robert
J Crawford While | was surprised at how academic this book was | was expecting something more popular it isan
absolutely excellent read The context of the book is the period immediately following the apogee of the Ottoman
Empire under Suleiman the Magnificent The plot if you will isan exte In the late sixteenth century a prominent
Albanian named Antonio Bruni composed a revealing document about his home country Historian Sir Noel Malcolm
takes this document as a point of departure to explore the lives of the entire Bruni family whose membersincluded an
archbishop of the Balkans the captain of the papal flagship at the Battle of Lepanto at which the Ottomans were turned
back in the Eastern Mediterranean in 1571 and a highly placed interpreter in Ist Malcolm is the definitive academic
historian a research professor at All Souls College Oxford intimidatingly multilingual atrained archival detective and
afiercely engaging writer He knows that the art of biography isto illuminate the entire period i
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