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2 of 2 review helpful Excellent reporting on today s Italia By J Lewis For all those interested in modern Italy this book 
is not to be missed It s all here from the choking embrace of Italian history and the family to the chaotic political 
system and judiciary from the influence of organized crime to the crumbling economy Along with it the happy side of 
Italian life beauty and culture food and wine an absence Washington Post bestsellerLos Angeles Times bestsellerA 
vivid and surprising portrait of the Italian people from an admired foreign correspondent How did a nation that 
spawned the Renaissance also produce the Mafia And why does Italian have twelve words for coat hanger but none for 
hangover nbsp John Hooper rsquo s entertaining and perceptive new book is the ideal companion for anyone seeking 
to understand contemporary ldquo A compact but comprehensive study of the people of Italy The author puts his 
finger on the vast diversity of the country through his descriptions of their linguistics cultures foods economies and 
even journalism What s not to love A thoroughly res 
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