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period and find that he makes the history very accessible The Medici influence reached far beyond Florence both in 
time we enjoy the effects of their patronage now and in space it was a Medici pope that Henry VIII had to deal with 
The book is thorough with out being over bearing I recommend it to anyone Vivid and dramatic this is a dazzling 
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modern story of power money and ambition Against the background of an age which saw the rebirth of ancient and 
classical learning Paul Strathern explores the intensely dramatic rise and fall of the Medici family in Florence as well 
as the Italian Renaissance which they did so much to sponsor and enco An excellent history an entertaining if 
ultimately dispiriting tale of the rise and fall of an ambitious banking family Ian Thomson Sunday Times Strathern has 
done his research thoroughly and tells a good story well Sunday Telegraph A great overvie 
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